Caring for people with a learning disability who are victims of crime.
This article considers the increased vulnerability of people with a learning disability to crime ranging from verbal abuse to physical or sexual assault. The difficulties faced by people with a learning disability in giving evidence, being treated as credible witnesses and ensuring that the alleged offender has to answer charges are explored. It is suggested that ways of remedying these difficulties must be pursued in order that all citizens have equal rights, including access to the processes of the civil and criminal justice system. Offences committed within service settings should be treated as they would in any other sphere of society and should be recorded, investigated and the appropriate action taken.